ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention includes computer instructions that access a computer aided 
design (CAD) model information corresponding to a CAD model. Once the CAD model 
information is accessed, the computer instructions operate to determine a time value 
corresponding to the CAD model information based at least upon a complexity value 
associated with the CAD model. The determined time value facilitates scheduling for 
completion of the CAD model. As a result, a design schedule utilizing solid model 
information is determined. In one embodiment, the computer instructions are part of a 
mechanical design software application. In one embodiment, the mechanical software 
application, including the computer instructions, is embodied in a distribution storage 
medium. 
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